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In the claims: 



Amendments 



1.) (previously amended) An ear coupler comprising; 

an annular side wall; 

a bottom wall, integral with said annular side wall; 

an internal chamber, formed by said bottom wall and 

said annular side wall; 

a port in said annular side wall; and 

a highly flexible flange extending from and 

substantially around said annular side walL 



2.) (original) 



The ear coupler of cl aim 1, wherein said annular side wall 
and said bottom wall are transparent. 



3,) (original) 



The ear coupler according to claim 1 or 2, additionally 
comprising ribs in said annular side wall. 



4.) (original) 



The ear coupler according to claim 1 or 2, wherein said 
bottom wall contains surface features. 



5.) (original) 



The ear coupler according to claim 1 or 2, wherein said 
bottom wall contains a target to aid in placing the coupler 
over the subject's ear. 



6.) (previously amended) 



7.) (previously amended) 



The ear coupler, according to claim 1 or 2, wherein said 
highly flexible flange is coated with adhesive, and wherein 
said highly flexible flange includes a barrier for 
containment of said adhesive. 

The ear coupler according to claim 6, wherein said highly 
flexible flange additionally includes a second set of surface 
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features to aid in coating said highly flexible flange with 
said adhesive. 



8.) (original) 



9.) (original) 



10.) (original) 



The ear coupler according to claim 1 or 2, additionally 
comprising an acoustic transducer assembly adapted to 
removably fit in said port. 

The ear coupler according to claim 8, wherein there is an 
interference fit between said acoustic transducer assembly 
and said port. 

The ear coupler according to claim 9, wherein when said 
acoustic transducer assembly is fitted in said port the 
acoustic transducer assembly mates with the ribs in said 
annular side wall. 



11.) (original) 



12.) (original) 



The ear coupler according to claim 10, wherein said 
acoustic transducer assembly can mate in either an up or 
down position with said ribs in said annular side wall. 

The ear coupler according to claim 11, wherein said 
acoustic transducer can be switched between mating 
positions during use. 



13. ) (previously amended) The ear coupler according to claim 1 or 2, additionally 

comprising a tab integral with said highly flexible flange 

14. ) (previously amended) An ear coupler comprising: 

an annular side wall; 

a bottom wall, integral with said annular side wall; 
an internal chamber, formed by said bottom wall and 
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said annular side wall; 

a port in said annular side wall; and 

a highly flexible flange extending from and 

substantially around said annular side wall, said 

flange being coated with adhesive, and having a 

barrier for containment of said adhesive. 

15. ) (canceled) 

16. ) (canceled) 

17. ) (canceled) 

18. ) (canceled) 



19. ) (canceled) 

20. ) (currently amended) An ear coupler com prising a ope-piece body, said body 

hflYiflg: 

anJntemal chamber, 

a port in communicatio n with said chamber. 
a highly flexible flange, coated with adhesive, 
disposed around said chambe r,_wherein said body is 
made by injectiqJLffiQlding QT farmoformwg- 

21. ) (original) The ear coupler according to claim 20, wherein said body is 

transparent 



22.) (previously amended) The ear coupler according to claim 20, additionally 

comprising a tab integral with said highly flexible flange. 
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23. ) (original) The ear coupler according to claim 21, additionally 

comprising a target to aid in placing the coupler over the 
subject's ear. 

24. ) (original) An ear coupler comprising: 

an annular side wall; 

a bottom wall, integral with said annular side wall; 
an internal chamber, formed by said bottom wall and 
said annular side wall; 

a port in said annular side wall for receiving an 
acoustic transducer assembly, said port sized so as to 
create an interference fit with said acoustic transducer 
assembly; and 

a means for removably attaching the ear coupler to a 
subject's head- 

25. ) (previously amended) An ear coupler comprising: 

an annular side wall; 

a bottom wait connected with said annular side wall; 

an internal chamber, formed by said bottom wall and 

said annular side wall; 

a port in said annular side wall; and 

a highly flexible flange connected with and 

substantially circumscribing said annular side wall, 

said flexible flange being coated with an adhesive for 

attaching the ear coupler to a subject's head. 

26. ) (original) An ear coupler comprising: 

an annular side wall; 

a bottom wall, integral with said annular side wall; 
an internal chamber, formed by said bottom wall and 
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said annular side wall; 

a port in said annular side wall; and 

an acoustic transducer assembly adapted to mate with 

said annular side wall in an either up or down 

position. 

27. ) (previously amended) A method for assembling an ear coupler, comprising the 

steps of: 

providing a one-piece transparent body, said body 
having an annular side wall, a bottom wall, and a 
highly flexible flange; 

defining a port for entry of an acoustic transducer 

assembly in said annular side wall; and 

dispensing an adhesive on said highly flexible flange. 

28. ) (original) The method according to claim 27, additionally comprising 

providing for surface features in said bottom wall, 

29. ) (original) The method of claim 28, additionally comprising 

providing for ribs in said annular side wall . 

30. ) (previously added) An ear coupler assembly comprising: 

an annular side wall; 

a bottom wall, attached to said annular side wall; 
an internal chamber, formed by said bottom wall and 
said annular side wall; 

a port in said annular side wall, said port having a 
longitudinal axis extending into and out of said port; 
and 

an acoustic transducer assembly capable of being 
releasably attached to said port so that a portion of 



PAGE m ■ RCVD AT 3/18/2004 3:18:12 PNI [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/2 1 DNiS:8729306 * CSID:5307503793 • DURATION (mm-ss):0M4 



03/18/2094 12: 12 5307503793 



DANIEL MAGUIRE 



PAGE 08 



Resp. to Office Action 
Ser.No,: 09/941,132 
March 18, 2004 
Page 7 

said assembly extending from said port is generally 
perpendicular to said longitudinal axis. 

31. ) (previously added) A method of preparing an ear coupler for use in hearing 

evaluation, comprising: 

providing an ear coupler assembly according to claim 
30; and 

attaching said acoustic transducer assembly to said 
port so that a portion of said acoustic transducer 
assembly is generally perpendicular to said 
longitudinal axis. 

32. ) (previously added) An ear coupler assembly comprising: 

an annular side wall; 

a bottom wall, attached to said annular side wall; 

an internal chamber, formed by said bottom wall and 

said annular side wall; 

a port in said annular side wall; and 

an acoustic transducer assembly, wherein said 

acoustic transducer assembly has an arm, and 

wherein said arm extends laterally away from said 

port when said acoustic transducer assembly is fitted 

in said port. 

33. ) (previously added) A method of preparing an ear coupler for use in hearing 

evaluation, comprising: 

providing an ear coupler assembly according to claim 
32; and 

attaching said acoustic transducer assembly to said 
port so that said arm extends laterally away from said 
port 
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